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of the Church, which, if it gave not to the sovereign the
absolute right of nomination, invested him with a co-
ordinate power, and made it his interest if not his royal
-duty to assert that power. The Metropolitan, the
Bishop, the Abbot, had now a double character; he was
a supreme functionary in the Church, a beneficiary in
the realm. The Sovereign would not and ecould not
abandon to popular or to ecclesiastical election the
nomination to these important fiefs; Charlemagne held
them in his own hands, and disposed of them according
to his absolute will.

Charlemagne himself usually promoted men worthy of
ecclesiastical dignity; but his successors, like the older
Merovingian kings, were not superior to the ordinary
motives of favour, force, passion, or interest; they were
constantly environed by greedy and rapacious candi-
dates for Church preferments; helmeted warriors on a
sudden became mitred prelates, needy adventurers
wealthy abbots. Still was the Church degraded, en-
slaved, disqualified for her own office, by her power
and wealth. The successors of Boniface, and his mis-
sionary clergy on the shores of the Ehine, became
gradually, as they grew rich and secure, like the
Merovingian hierarchy who had offended the austere
virtue of Boniface. The pious and death-defying men
whom Charlemagne planted in his new bishoprics and
abbeys in the heart of Germany, with the opulence
assumed the splendour, princely pride, secular habits, of
their rival nobles. Even his son witnessed and suffered
by the rapid, inevitable, melancholy change.

The parochial clergy were still appointed by the elec-

Parociiiai   tion  of the clergy of the district, with the

clergy.      assent of the people; the Bishop nominated

only in case a fit person was not found by those with